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INTERNATICNAL QRGANIZATICONS DIVISION
WEEKLY SUMMARY NO. 15

For week ending 18 April 1950 Volume III.

The Internstiopal Week

Bidault's proposal to create an Atlantic High Council sup-
ports the recent trend toward extending cooperation between the
NAT nations to the economic and political fields. Lie consldered
visiting Moscow during his European trip, while at the UN the
Soviet bloc walked out of still another subcommission. The Inter-
national Federation of Christian Trede Unions will shortly consider .
the form of its relationship, if any with the Free Trade Union
Confederation.

- 3 -

No present prospects for Arph-Israeli negotiations. The nega-
tive responses received by Palestine Conciliation Commission (PCC)
Chairman Boissanger during his recent Near East visit together- with
the Jordan election results have for the time being brought all-
progress toward an Arab-Israell settlement to 2 virtual standstill.

Boissanger tried unsuccessfully to sell both sides on the new
PCC approach whereby separate commitiees were to combine mediation
and direct negotiations. The Arab League at its Cairo meeting,
whieh unfortunately coincided with Boissanger's trip, declined
participation in the proposed PCC committees until Israel accepis
the 11 December 1948 General Assembly resolution calling for repa-
triation of Arab refugees. Inasmuch as Israel has consistently
refused any substantial commitment on refugees except as part of a
general settlement, the Arab League's answer simply reaffirms the
original deadlocked position.. Meanwhile, the Israelis having
written off all prospects of headway through the PCC, have finally
appealed to world public opinion by releasing their broadside attack
on the Arab record of resistance to the PCC's conciliation efforts.
Plhus for the time being, it is difficult to see what more the PCC
can do.

The prospects for renewing the interrupted Jordan-Israel talks
ame not much brighter. The Jordan-elections returned a parliament
reported to favor Arab univy and oppose any approach to Israel, and
if Abdullah who had initiaslly encouraged the negotiations, carries
out his promised constituticnal reforms, his power over the govern=-
ment should be substantially reduced. 1In fine, despite occasional
conciliatory expressions oi opinion by individual Arab sigstesmen,
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{rristizn end Socialist trade Lricug of
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VYestern Burope will
1 conferencss being heid this wegk. In
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home, the ERP trade union organlzstions will consider proposzle to

tiguideate the 15-nation ERP
fer its OEEC labor advisory
Cornfederation (ICFTU:. Tlre
stiil y‘eGCK inently hossile

Trade Union Advisory Committee and transz-

furections to the Free Trade nion:
Crristian national labor organizat.ons,
to tne TUFTU, are expected to npocf

peobably

and ;. in the event of such a transfer, to demand consultative status
for the Christisn labor irternaticnai (CISC). Subsequently, 1n
Brussels the CISC wil! consider ths invitation extended to the
Christian unions to join the ICFIU and dissolve the CISC within

LWC yeevT3. Fcllowiﬁg a recommendation of the Belgian Catholie
Tederation, the Christian lsbor: federations will attemot to oraff

a joint reply to this inviteticon. ;

. in view of ithe strong cppesition of most of the Christian
trade unions to dissclving their cwn intermstional at this time,
the other Western labor leaders will orobably: (&) agree vo éun-
tinue the ERP Trade Union Advisoey Comrittee tempcrarily, s
aveiding separate represantation for Christian unions in the OKEC:
and (b) seek to dissuade the Christian labor leaders from ﬂpiecting
the ICFTU invitation Ly letting: them "associate" with the new laber
internaticnal through CisC. Suer a compromise would perrii con-
tinved efforts to strangihern ccoperation between the major Burc nean
aon-Cormpunist labor crgenizetions and would encourage French and
Ttalisr Catholic labor slements: currently seeking to gain wider
support for ICFTU &sffiliaticn. . : .
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iivm the developmens ol OULLINS pLans 1OL the deiznse ol i
North Atlantic, attention nas 10cusstd Oh she eruclal problem of
now Bo Tinance these plans. nis wi.l e a key issue abt the fortihe
coming AT Council meeting. Lo scapgering cusv of even minime 1
defensive strength (estimated at several biilion dollars) and 1ts
sossible imnaet on the £till snagy European econouy have onensc the
sves of NAT members to the imporuance of adequabte financing. Ihe
chief partieipants are conscious thati vae Brussels Treaty machinery
seoke down ot this point when the Foreign inisters proved umy:ll-
ing to put up enough money ror Tie Ucliense linisters! plans. Yhis
nroblem must now be faced in the wider AT context, and in the at-
mosphere of greater urgency ereeted by Soviet atomic development
and inereased Soviet power end aggressiveness.

secause of the magnitude oxr tie rearmamenc required and the
ccononic weakness of the European Hafl merbers, all particinants
cecognize that rearmement is pos-ible oanly through the highest de~
rree of joint effort, including increased European defense exw-
nenditures and continued extensive U5 aid., Two obstacles horaever,
arise in this conneetion, the difficulty of fully integrating
military efforts and Burorean reluciance to make substantial out-
lays for defense, bespite widegpread recognitlon of the necess ity
For mutual aid and defense integration, even the Bruss=sls Treaty
natinns have taken but limited steps in this direction, Defense
bodgets are still preparad on primarily national lines instead of
being adjusted to common needsj; there is s8till an effort to create
national military sel~-swficlency tarough balanced forces; each
notion tends to prefer its cwn weapons, eic. [oreover, as :
#ritish point out, the wvarious merpers are not making comparable
svtlays for the common deieuse. To mect this problem, the Dutch
and Italians, for example. nave suggested some Torm of cormmon finan-
zial "pool."

While in general ~rilllng o vnoertale vhatever linited re-
armament 1s —ithin their capabiiivies, the EBuropeans also insist on
giving priority to econcmic reccovery. iloreover, stch countries as
the UK, the Hetherlends, and Danmark, the first two of which already
spend a large portion oif tneir ludgets on defense, do not bheliecve
that they can svend huch nore. Thie conilict betwreen defense and
aconomic recovery "vill becoile a najor obstacle if the Duropean
financial effort is to ve incraased mueh beyond its present scale.
I+ is rosvonsible for the existrng ilendency toard divergence
betwesn the Defense and Financs inisters over vhether budget out~
lays should be raised t¢ mect delfense neceds or ~thether these noceds
wust be trimmed to fit the budgelary resources available. The UK
has been the SVPONEESS protugua-su D vhe latber view.
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clesr Trom these obpetarias that the second and implelente

of NAT develionii will be iar more difficult than the

¢ “EQHELD? rhasc. Ths ouroeans are becoming coneerned ovay
zncial problem and lock anriousiyv to the leadersalp and con-

il TUPeld Ly pational interesis. tinev are pore willing than ever before
wnoacespt mutual coordinsiion and have come to expect US initiative
i this sphere. Vigorous U3 leadsrship in getting the HAT Finarnce
inissers to ask the Defence Commitiee for the cost of implementing
ﬁmblnbu plans shouid increase Loropecn confidence In US suppory.
sowtaly zware of their own sconomic weakness. the Eurovsans will of
aecaessity expeet thie US to font a major vortion of the bill. MNcre-
v, since tne US itse il has nerocofore insisted on overriding
riority for recovery neasures. thev 1will seek a UE deeision upon
~fie velative emvhasis to be placad on defense expenditures and
aAfsurancaes ol continued UbS economie axd Lo compensaie for any great-
ay diversion of their own resourens to defense.
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ety ] .ai or financial z2id cof tne US. Despite their present emrhasis
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